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,-\ Doung Van Minh, who led the ' .

oMp, n a 47-year-old veteran of

ies brought him into national
sgominence. He is a Buddhist and

Funhcrmore. l!most all of the
s]ajor military leaders in the coun-
wcmed to be bchmd Ocncnl

ppointees in the provinces down
the village level have been cor-
fupt.
] So bundreds of: thouunds ol
heasants turned to the Vietcong.
5 ‘Weapon of Fear
‘| - Many did so out of fear, since
‘was obvious that the central gov-
rmment jn Saigon was unable to
- protect them from threats, extor-
‘lions and assassinations by the
rrillas.- Others supported the
ictcong, who never
hemselves as communists or com-
unists sympathizers, as the only
plternative at hand to unacceptable

Along with all this was Diem’s
rackdown on the Buddhists. Pa-
codas were seized and  closed,
hundreds of Buddhist priests were
arrested along
“students who

By NICOLAS RIVERO |
Victnamese civilian regime installed in Sugon
Van Minh be able to. pnite the country xnd prosec-|

‘the communist Vietcong guerrillas effectively?
the big question in Washington, - The Kennedy Administra-
is confident the new regime would greatly improve the chance of

',Mmyommeeomuniu-hdf‘.‘m‘mywimm And Budd.

hist bonzes, or pricsts, mcimtedl .
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It is an ncknowledpd ‘that” K ‘dy sdmiinisteatioh
go Diem's personal favorites have - The Kennedy

‘given_ influential * civil:and " javitation ‘to insurrection, but:
ilitary pomandthnt manyo(hh

“sador, Henry Cabot l,odp, cot-

ammd Eﬁuﬁﬁease apanal

themselves,

Washington began to have grav:
doubts about the usefulness of
Diem regime in the fight to stel
communism in South East Asial]
When the Buddhist crisis Jast sum-
mer precipitated civil strife, Wash-
ington began to discuss the possi;

bility of a military coup 10 remove
the Diem regime.

Though U.S, officials denled
any complicity in the Saigon couy
it is a fact that Washington help
create the stage for the milit
take-over.

President Keanedy and his aide
had openly condemned the Di
regime for its repression of Budd
hists, students and other dissidents
They dissocisted themselves fron
its domestic policy. On one oc
casion, President Kennedy publict
called for reforms in Saigon an
expreued the belief that the
against the communist guerrillas
Vietnam couid not be woa unl
the Diem regime regained the
port of its people *with c)muu
‘policy amd perhaps with

441

Tater backed away from'this
Saigon the new American Amb

tinued to give vigorous expre:
to Washington's - hostility.

He asked President Diem to 4i
miss his all-powerful brother, Ngb
Dinh Nbhuy, who led the ‘attac
against the Buddhists. { '

U.S. Role

This intervention was not undey-
taken lightly and not without d
sent in the Administrition. Soo
military men and the heads of
Central Intelligence Agency, both
in Washington and Saigon, we
against the military coup.
argned that Washington's only legi
timate concern was for the w
against the communist guerrillas in
the deltas and hills of South Vigt-
nam. With massive military ass]s-
ance and the commitments bf|
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VIETHAM'S Président Ngo

Dict Diem, whowudepmi:nd
everuted.

ed-- despite, and peﬂups becnuu
of, Ngo Dinh Diem’s rule.

ey 8. McNamaraand General
Muwell D. Taylor, chnman of
the Joint Chicfs of Staff. .

The Critics

Echoing & point of view ex-
pressed repeatedly in the past by
the Sovict povernment & commen-
taior of Tass, the official Soviet
press ageacy, Igor Orlov, said that
only a withdrawal by the United
States could bring a normal situe-
tion in South Vietnam. A similar
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" ..ruler 1o unite the country, &ng pro-
" secute effectively . the wag agrinst
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NGO DINH NHU, Dhens
brother and pol!ikl! wdrhor,
wras llso P

whnch is wppomnx the Viotcong
guerrillas waging war, in the Souih.

Madame. ‘Ngo:.Dinh  t+hu
cherged that, Uuiwd Slgm incited
revolt which

duti'l of ‘her Bus-

band and his:botherdndaw, Pros-

© ident Diem, who were: reporiedly

assassinated :while: 'ﬂtﬂihwmy
i - npllitry forces in

edly eompliuu the task: oﬂbl new

communism {n that pountry which ] =
is the key to the lndb-CNmn :

peninsula and  thus to t!n - whole:
. w“ el £
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Little Castle . . ...
Archacologisis working at the
Tower of London have discovored
traces of thé misssive earthwork
fort -built there by Willlam the
Conqueror nine hondred years ago.
The discovery has been confirmed
by the Ministry of Public Buiklings
and Works as beyond doubt & pmrt
of the Parvum Castellum, or iittle
euue wbmh wuu.m built in 1066,




